
 

   
 

 

Press Release 
 
 
August 23, 2024 
 
Signify supports Milton Keynes’ sustainable city initiative with energy-efficient LED public 
lighting.  
 

• Upgrade of 18,000 public lights across the city to deliver greater energy efficiency, reduced 

costs and maintenance, and better experience for citizens and visitors. 

• Lighting upgrade is expected to save 5 million kWh annually in energy consumption and 

significantly reduce maintenance costs. 

• The lighting upgrade is a major step in the council’s sustainability strategy 2019 – 2050. 
 
Guildford, United Kingdom – Signify (Euronext: LIGHT), the world leader in lighting, is supporting 
Milton Keynes City Council in its long-term vision to create a world-leading sustainable city. Signify 
was selected to upgrade 18,000 existing streetlights to LED - enabling the city to introduce innovation 
in terms of performance, quality of light, and connectivity to its lighting assets – and contribute to 
their climate action goals.  
 
The phased programme will be completed in 2024 and is expected save the council over 5 million 
kWh in energy usage, and £2 million in energy costs per year, following completion (based on 
average and estimated prices 2021-2025), as LED lighting uses up to 70% less energy when compared 
to the existing HID lighting. The reduction in ongoing energy costs is expected to pay for the project 
in full within 8 years. The LED upgrade will also increase visibility for motorists and pedestrians, and 
improve the quality of security camera footage, helping to improve the feeling of safety and deter 
criminal activity.  
 
In 2019, Milton Keynes City Council committed to becoming carbon neutral by 2030, and carbon 
negative by 2050 - steps of which are laid out in their Sustainability Strategy 2019-2050.  They had 
already kicked off some climate action initiatives prior to this. In 2014, Milton Keynes City Council 
started delivery of the programme to modernise and upgrade its public lighting stock to low-energy 
LED; to reduce energy costs and carbon emissions, extend the life of its assets, and reduce 
maintenance and associated costs.  Then in 2022, due to the 88% increase in energy prices the 
council came under further revenue pressure for 2023/24, which led them to expand and accelerate 
the lighting upgrade programme to enable them to operate in the most cost-efficient manner.  
 
Signify was selected as the lighting partner of choice based on several parameters. The technical 
specification of the proposed lighting solutions, the projected operational and energy cost savings, as 

https://www.signify.com/en-gb
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2022-07/2019%2001%2015%20sustainability%20strategy%20v4.pdf


 

   
 

 

well as carbon emission reductions.  In addition, Signify’s sustainability credentials as a responsible 
supplier played a large part. 
 
Throughout February and March this year, and forming the main part of the roll-out of the project, a 
combination of ~18,000 Philips LumiStreet Gen2 and LumiStreet ECO LED lanterns were installed 
along roads and footpaths across the city - replacing the old, energy inefficient HID lanterns.  The 
Philips LumiStreet ECO was designed to specifically meet the needs of the UK market, and this project 
sees the first large roll-out across a city. In addition, in December 2023, 1,800 Philips TownTune 
urban decorative LED luminaires were installed, to improve the lighting across car parks, pedestrian 
walkways, and cycle paths. 
 
For the installation, the council chose Philips luminaires in combination with Telensa’s cloud-based 
Central Monitoring System (CMS) that provides a fully functioning, controllable street lighting asset 
management system, capable of driving further energy savings.  
 
Commenting on the LED upgrade, Cabinet Member for the Public Realm, Cllr Jennifer Wilson-
Marklew said “This has been a significant project that will really help us to lower our energy 
consumption and tackle climate change in Milton Keynes. MK City Council is committed to moving 
towards our target of net zero by 2030 and being carbon negative by 2050. Reducing our streetlight 
energy consumption is a big part of that process." 
 
Milton Keynes City Councils’ service provider Ringway were responsible for the installation and 
management of the project.  They also undertake the management and maintenance of the largest 
portfolio of highways service contracts in the UK.  
 
“Upgrading to LED technology helps reduce the carbon footprint of public lighting, while also saving 
on energy and maintenance costs – year on year. The lights are more efficient, can be targeted 
precisely where needed, and last much longer than conventional lanterns. What’s great is the 
connectivity that’s enabled with LED – they are programmable meaning they can be switched on only 
when needed, which extends the lifetime, and reduces the need for maintenance.’’ Said Jonathan 
Watt from Ringway. 
 
To learn more about LED street lighting, please visit LED road and street lighting | Philips lighting 
 
 

--- END --- 
 

 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Integrated & Marketing Communications Signify UK&I 
Claire Phillips  
Tel: +44 (0) 7956 489081 
E-mail: claire.phillips.@signify.com 
 

https://www.lighting.philips.co.uk/prof/outdoor-luminaires/road-and-street/lumistreet-gen2/LP_CF_BGP291_EU/family
https://www.lighting.philips.co.uk/prof/outdoor-luminaires/urban/towntune-central-post-top/LP_CF_BDP260_EU/family
https://www.ringway.co.uk/
https://www.lighting.philips.co.uk/application-areas/public-spaces/roads-and-streets
mailto:claire.phillips.@signify.com


 

   
 

 

 
About Signify 
Signify (Euronext: LIGHT) is the world leader in lighting for professionals, consumers and the Internet 
of Things. Our Philips products, Interact systems and data-enabled services deliver business value and 
transform life in homes, buildings and public spaces. In 2023, we had sales of EUR 6.7 billion, 
approximately 32,000 employees and a presence in over 70 countries. We unlock the extraordinary 
potential of light for brighter lives and a better world. We have been in the Dow Jones Sustainability 
World Index since our IPO for seven consecutive years and have achieved the EcoVadis Platinum 
rating for four consecutive years, placing Signify in the top one percent of companies assessed. News 
from Signify can be found in the Newsroom, on X, LinkedIn and Instagram. Information for investors 
is located on the Investor Relations page. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.signify.com/
https://www.lighting.philips.com/
https://www.interact-lighting.com/en
https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/indices/esg/dow-jones-sustainability-world-index/#overview
https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/indices/esg/dow-jones-sustainability-world-index/#overview
https://ecovadis.com/
https://www.signify.com/global/our-company/news/press-releases/2023/20231129-signify-achieves-ecovadis-platinum-rating-for-the-fourth-consecutive-year
https://www.signify.com/news
https://twitter.com/SignifyCompany/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/signifycompany/mycompany/
https://www.instagram.com/signifycompany/
https://www.signify.com/investors
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